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the confederation group of canadian poets 1880 18

The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets, formed around 1880, represents a pivotal chapter in
the development of Canada's literary landscape. This collective was instrumental in shaping the
trajectory of Canadian poetry, emphasizing national identity, cultural pride, and artistic innovation.
Although the group was relatively short-lived and somewhat informal, its members' collective efforts
laid the groundwork for future generations of Canadian writers and poets.

In this article, we explore the origins, members, literary contributions, themes, and legacy of the
Confederation Group of Canadian Poets, providing a comprehensive overview for enthusiasts and
scholars alike.

Origins and Historical Context
Post-Confederation Canada and Literary Nationalism

Following the confederation of Canada in 1867, there was a burgeoning desire among Canadian
writers and intellectuals to cultivate a distinct national identity. The late 19th century was marked by
efforts to define what it meant to be Canadian culturally and literarily. The Confederation Group of
Canadian Poets emerged during this period, driven by the aspiration to elevate Canadian poetry to
an international standard while celebrating local themes, landscapes, and experiences.

Formation of the Group

The group coalesced around 1880, largely through the efforts of poets and literary enthusiasts who
believed that Canadian poetry should reflect the country's unique environment, history, and
aspirations. They sought to create a platform for poets to share ideas, critique each other's work,
and promote Canadian themes in poetry.
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Although formal membership was not rigid, the core figures associated with the Confederation
Group include prominent poets such as Charles G. D. Roberts, Bliss Carman, and Archibald
Lampman. These poets were connected through literary circles, correspondence, and shared ideals.

Members of the Confederation Group
Key Poets and Their Contributions

The primary members associated with the Confederation Group include:

- Charles G. D. Roberts (186071943): Often called the "Father of Canadian Literature," Roberts'
poetry emphasized the natural beauty of Canada and explored themes of nationalism, adventure,
and morality.

- Bliss Carman (186171929): A major figure in Canadian Romanticism, Carman's work often
celebrated the landscapes of Atlantic Canada and reflected a deep connection to nature and
spirituality.

- Archibald Lampman (1861?71899): Known for his lyrical poetry, Lampman focused on the
Canadian wilderness, urban life, and philosophical reflections.

- D.M.R. (David McLellan Roberts): An influential critic and supporter, Roberts helped shape the
group's literary direction.

While other poets and writers contributed to the movement, these figures are considered the core of
the Confederation Group, shaping its themes and philosophies.

Literary Characteristics and Themes

Nationalism and Canadian Identity

A central focus of the Confederation Group was fostering a sense of Canadian nationalism through
poetry. Their works often depicted scenes from Canadian landscapes?forests, rivers,
mountains?and celebrated the country's natural beauty as a source of national pride.

Nature and the Environment

The poets shared a profound appreciation for Canada's wilderness. Their poetry often portrayed the
natural world as a reflection of the divine or as a symbol of purity and authenticity. This focus on

nature also served as a way to differentiate Canadian poetry from British and American traditions.

Romanticism and Spirituality
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Inspired by Romantic ideals, the poets emphasized emotion, individual experience, and spirituality.
Their works often contained lyrical qualities, exploring themes of love, mortality, and the sublime.

Urban Life and Modernity

While nature was a predominant theme, some members also addressed urbanization and modern
life, reflecting the changing Canadian society during that period.

Major Works and Publications

The members of the Confederation Group published their poetry in various magazines, anthologies,
and collections, influencing Canadian literary culture.

Notable Collections

- ?In Divers Tones? (1894) by Charles G. D. Roberts: A collection showcasing his lyrical poetry
and themes of nature and morality.

- ?Songs from Vagabondia? (1894) by Bliss Carman and Richard Hovey: A collaborative
collection that embodies the spirit of freedom, adventure, and national pride.

- ?Early Moon? (1894) by Archibald Lampman: A collection highlighting his poetic reflections
on Canadian landscapes and urban scenes.

Influential Publications
- The Canadian Magazine: A platform where many members published their early works.
- The Atlantic Monthly: Some members' poems appeared in this prestigious American magazine,

gaining wider recognition.
- Poetry anthologies: These helped solidify the group's themes and literary style.

Legacy and Influence

Impact on Canadian Literature

The Confederation Group played a crucial role in establishing a distinctly Canadian poetic voice. By
emphasizing national themes and landscapes, they inspired subsequent generations of poets and

writers to explore Canadian identity more deeply.

Their work helped to:
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- Define a unique Canadian poetic tradition.
- Encourage the use of local imagery and themes.
- Promote the idea that Canadian literature could stand alongside British and American works.

Influence on Future Poets

The group's emphasis on nature, spirituality, and nationalism influenced later movements such as
Modernism and the Canadian Renaissance in the early 20th century. Poets like E. J. Pratt, F. R.
Scott, and A. J. M. Smith drew inspiration from the foundational themes established by the
Confederation Group.

Commemoration and Modern Recognition

Today, the members of the Confederation Group are celebrated in Canadian literary history. Their
poems are studied in academic settings, and their contributions are recognized as vital in shaping
Canada's cultural and literary identity.

Conclusion

The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets, active around 1880, was instrumental in fostering a
sense of national literary identity during a formative period in Canada's history. Through their focus
on Canadian landscapes, themes of nationalism, and lyrical poetry, they laid the foundation for
future Canadian writers. Their collective efforts not only elevated Canadian poetry but also helped
forge a cultural identity rooted in the country's unique environment and history.

As the pioneers of Canadian poetic nationalism, the Confederation Group's legacy endures in the
continued celebration of Canadian landscapes, stories, and voices. Their work remains a testament
to the power of poetry in shaping national consciousness and cultural pride.

The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets (1880-1890): A Pioneering Movement in Canadian
Literary History

The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets marks a significant chapter in the evolution of
Canadian literature. Emerging in the decade following Canadian Confederation in 1867, this
collective of poets played a crucial role in shaping a distinct Canadian poetic voice and fostering
national literary identity. Their work reflects the social, cultural, and political landscapes of late
19th-century Canada, making them essential to understanding the development of Canadian
literature.

Introduction to the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets
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The Confederation Group was not an officially organized literary society but rather a loosely affiliated
collective of poets whose work shared common themes and a desire to promote Canadian poetry.
Their activity primarily spanned the 1880s, a formative decade for Canada'’s cultural identity.

Key characteristics of the Confederation Group:

- Focused on developing a uniguely Canadian poetic voice.
- Emphasized themes related to national identity, nature, democracy, and social progress.
- Inspired by both British literary traditions and emerging Canadian experiences.

Historical Context and Origins

Understanding the Confederation Group requires situating their emergence within the broader
historical and cultural context of 19th-century Canada.

Post-Confederation National Consciousness

- Canada officially became a self-governing dominion in 1867.

- The period following Confederation was marked by a search for a national identity distinct from
Britain.

- Literature became a key medium for expressing this emerging sense of Canadian patriotism.

Literary Environment of the 1880s

- Influences from British Romanticism, Victorian poets, and American literature.
- A desire among Canadian writers to reflect local landscapes, histories, and social realities.
- The rise of periodicals and newspapers provided platforms for poets to publish their work.

Formation of the Confederation Group

- Composed mainly of poets from Ontario and Quebec, with some from other provinces.

- Their gatherings and publications helped define a collective voice advocating for Canadian
poetic expression.

- They sought to elevate Canadian poetry from imitative British models to a form rooted in
Canadian experience.

Members and Key Figures
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While the group was informal, several prominent poets are associated with its activities:

Notable Members:

- Charles G. D. Roberts (1860?1943): Often called the "Father of Canadian Poetry," Roberts's
work emphasized Canadian landscapes and themes of nature and adventure.

- Archibald Lampman (1861?1899): Known for his lyrical poetry celebrating Canadian nature and
rural life.

- Bliss Carman (186171929): A poet whose work combined Romantic sensibilities with a deep
appreciation for Canadian scenery.

- Charles Mair (184071927): Focused on Canadian history and national themes.

- William Wilfred Campbell (1858?1918): Contributed to the development of Canadian poetic
nationalism.

These poets often published in periodicals like The Canadian Magazine and The Saturday Night,
helping to disseminate their ideas and poetry widely across the country.

Thematic and Stylistic Features of the Confederation Group's Poetry

The poetry of the Confederation Group is characterized by certain recurring themes and stylistic
choices that reflect their collective aspirations.

Themes Explored

- Canadian Landscape and Nature: Celebrating the vastness, beauty, and diversity of Canadian
scenery.

- National Identity and Patriotism: Poems often evoke a sense of pride in Canadian history,
landscape, and future.

- Rural Life and Simplicity: Emphasizing the virtues of rural communities and traditional ways of
life.

- Historical and Mythological References: Incorporating Canada's indigenous history and colonial
past.

- Democratic Ideals and Social Progress: Reflecting the values of freedom, equality, and national
development.

Stylistic Elements

- Romantic Influences: Use of lyrical, emotional language and a reverence for nature.
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- Formal Structures: Regular rhyme schemes and meter, aligning with Victorian poetic
conventions.

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of landscapes, seasons, and rural settings.

- Tone: Often contemplative, patriotic, and idealistic.

Major Contributions and Literary Achievements

The Confederation Group's influence is evident in their efforts to establish a national poetic canon
and their contributions to Canadian cultural identity.

Promotion of Canadian Themes

- Their poetry helped foster a sense of shared national identity rooted in the physical and cultural
landscape of Canada.

- Poems like Roberts's "The Wood-Pile" and Lampman's "Morning on the Lachine Canal"
exemplify this focus.
Development of a Distinct Canadian Voice

- By emphasizing local scenery and themes, they moved away from European literary models.

- Their work laid the groundwork for future generations of Canadian poets.
Publication Platforms and Literary Journals

- Their poems frequently appeared in periodicals such as The Canadian Magazine, The Saturday
Night, and The Globe.

- These publications provided vital exposure and helped shape public opinion about Canadian
literature.
Influence on Future Canadian Poets

- Inspired the next generation of poets, including the "Confederation Poets" of the early 20th

century.
- Their emphasis on national themes became a hallmark of Canadian poetry.

Challenges and Criticisms
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Despite their achievements, the Confederation Group also faced challenges and criticisms.

Criticisms:

- Overly Romantic and Victorian in style, leading some to regard their work as derivative or
sentimental.

- Limited diversity in themes and perspectives, often neglecting Indigenous voices and urban
experiences.

- The informal nature of the group meant that their influence was largely confined to periodical
publications rather than formal literary institutions.

Challenges:

- Competition from American and British poets who continued to dominate Canadian literary
scenes.

- The evolving tastes of readers and critics who began favoring modernist and experimental
poetry in the early 20th century.

Legacy of the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets

The Confederation Group's legacy is profound and enduring, shaping the trajectory of Canadian
poetry and national identity.

Key Aspects of their Legacy:

- Foundational Role: They laid the groundwork for later Canadian literary movements and poets.

- Promotion of Canadian Identity: Their focus on local landscapes and themes helped foster a
distinctly Canadian cultural identity.

- Inspiration for Future Writers: Their work inspired subsequent generations to explore Canadian
themes in innovative ways.

- Cultural Pride: Their emphasis on Canadian scenery, history, and values contributed to building
cultural pride and unity.

In contemporary Canadian literature, their influence persists in the continued celebration of
Canada's natural beauty and national history.

Conclusion
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The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets (1880-1890) represents a vital chapter in Canada's
journey toward cultural independence and literary maturity. Their collective effort to articulate a
uniquely Canadian poetic voice helped define the country's early literary identity, emphasizing
themes of nature, patriotism, and social progress. While their style was rooted in Victorian
Romanticism, their focus on local landscapes and national themes set the stage for the diverse and
dynamic Canadian poetry landscape that would follow.

Their work remains a testament to the power of poetry as a tool for nation-building and cultural
expression. Understanding their contributions provides valuable insight into how Canadian literature
evolved from colonial roots into a vibrant, independent voice reflecting the country's unique identity
and heritage.

In summary, the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets was instrumental in shaping the early
Canadian literary canon. Their dedication to promoting Canadian themes, their stylistic choices, and
their influence on subsequent poets underscore their importance in the cultural history of Canada.
They exemplify the pioneering spirit of Canadian writers striving to forge a national literary identity at
a time when the nation itself was still young and finding its voice.

QuestionAnswer Who were the main members of the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets
formed around 18807 The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets primarily included poets such as
Charles G.D. Roberts, Bliss Carman, Archibald Lampman, and Duncan Campbell Scott. What was
the significance of the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets in Canadian literary history? The
Confederation Group played a crucial role in establishing a distinct Canadian poetic voice,
emphasizing themes of national identity, nature, and the Canadian landscape during the late 19th
century. How did the Confederation Group influence Canadian poetry in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries? They introduced a new aesthetic that combined Romanticism with Canadian themes,
inspiring subsequent generations of poets and contributing to the development of a national literary
tradition. What themes were commonly explored by the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets?
Common themes included the Canadian wilderness, national identity, patriotism, nature's beauty,
and the cultural landscape of Canada. Are there any notable works published by members of the
Confederation Group? Yes, notable works include Charles G.D. Roberts' 'Orion and Other Poems',
Bliss Carman's 'Low Tide on Grand Pré’, and Archibald Lampman's 'Among the Millet'. Did the
Confederation Group of Canadian Poets have any formal organization or was it more of a literary
movement? It was more of a literary movement composed of poets with similar aesthetic ideals
rather than a formally organized group, though they often associated through publications and
shared themes. How did the Confederation Group contribute to the development of Canadian
national identity? By emphasizing Canadian landscapes, culture, and themes in their poetry, they
helped forge a sense of national pride and identity through literature. What publications or journals
featured the poetry of the Confederation Group? Their poetry was often published in prominent
Canadian literary magazines such as 'The Canadian Magazine' and 'The Monthly Canadian'. In what
ways did the Confederation Group of Canadian Poets differ from other poetic groups of their time?
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They prioritized Canadian themes and landscapes over European influences, aiming to create a
distinctly Canadian poetic voice, unlike other groups that often modeled European styles. Is the
Confederation Group of Canadian Poets still influential today? Yes, their work laid the groundwork
for modern Canadian poetry and they are still studied for their role in shaping Canada'’s literary
identity and national consciousness.
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